
Are the majority of the
students non-adult?
(Section 94739 (a))

Is the Institution exclusively a
secondary school?

(Section 94739 (b)(1))

Is the Institution a public
postsecondary institution?

(Section 94739 (b)(4))

Are all of the
programs the institution

provides solely avocational or
recreational?

(Section 94739
(b)(2))

Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution

Exemptions from the Pr ivate
Postsecondary and Vocational

Educat ion Act

Consumer
Affairs

State of
California

Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Yes
Stop here, no approval

required

Yes

Yes

No No No

No

Go to page 2
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Are the programs
sponsored by business or

professional organization solely for
its members?

(Section 94739
(b)(3))

Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution

Exemptions from the Pr ivate
Postsecondary and Vocational

Educat ion Act

Stop here, no
approval required

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Is the institution
an accredited law school that offers

bachelor, master or doctorate
degrees in law, such as

Juris Doctor?

Does the institution offer educational
services other than bachelor, master

or doctorate degrees in law?
(Section 94900 (c))

Stop here, no approval required by the Bureau;
approval, regulation and oversight is provided by
the Committee of Bar Examiners for the State of

California.

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Go to page 3

NoNo

From page 1
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Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution,
Program or Educational Service

Is the institution
or program approved, certified,
or sponsored by a government

agency, other than the bureau, that licenses
persons in a particular profession, trade, or

job category?
(Section 94739 (b)(5)(A))

Is the institution
offering continuing education?

(Section 94739 (b)(5))

Is the institution
or program approved, certified,

or sponsored by a state-recognized
professional licensing body, such as the

State Bar, that licenses persons in a
particular profession, trade, or job category?

(Section 94739 (b)(5)(B))

Is the institution
or program approved, certified,

or sponsored by a bona fide trade,
business, or professional organization?

(Section 94739 (b)(5)(C))

Consumer
Affairs

State of
California

Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education Exemptions from the Private Postsecondary
and Vocational Education Act (Continued)

Stop here, no
approval  of program

required

Yes

Yes

No No

Go to page 4

No

From page 2

Yes

No

Yes
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Decision Tree to Classify Your
Degree Program

Exemptions and part ial  exemptions from the Private
Postsecondary and Vocational Education Act (Continued)

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Is the institution accredited by
W A S C ?

(Section 94739 (b)(7))

Is the institution a public institution
accredited by the senior or junior

commission of WASC?
(Section 94739 (b)(7)(A))

Is the institution a
non-profit public benefit,

tax exempt corporation, not managed by
any entity for profit, and accredited by the
senior or junior commission of WASC?

(Section 94739 (b)(7)(B))

Is the institution a for-profit
institution that exclusively confers

degrees after two or more years of study
and accredited by the senior or junior

commission of WASC?
(Section 94739 (b)(7)(C))

Stop here, no
approval required

Yes

Yes

No No

Yes
Yes

No

Go to page 5

From page 3

No

Is the institution a
non-profit public benefit,  tax

exempt corporat ion, not managed by
any entity for profit, accredited by
WASC, and been in cont inuous

operat ion since
4/15/97?

(Sect ion 94739 (b)(7)(D))

The institution is partially
exempt, must file an

exemption every 3 years
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 2)

Yes

No
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Decision Tree to Classify Your
Degree Program

Exemptions and part ial  exemptions from the Private
Postsecondary and Vocational Education Act (Continued)

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Go to page 6

From page 4

Is the institution
a nonprofit religious, tax

exempt corporation, owned,
controlled, operated, and maintained

by a bona fide religious denomination or
multi-denomination of a well-recognized religion that

provides educational services or confers degrees limited
to the principles of the religious organization or the

treatment of
illnesses in accordance with

its religious tenets?
(Section 94739 (b)(6))

The institution must file an
application for an

exemption annually
(See Requirements Matrix

Row 1)

Is the institution
a nonprofit public benefit,

tax exempt corporation, not
managed by any entity for profit,

nationally accredited by an agency recognized
by the US Dept. of Education, has a cohort default rate
that does not exceed 15%, has operated in this state for

at least 15 years, exclusively offers degrees upon
the completion of two or more years of study, or continuing

education or prerequisites to the degrees offered, has
offered a masters, doctorate, or first

professional degree program
for at least 5 years?  (Article 3,

Section 94750)

The institution is partially exempt,
must file with the bureau once

every 3 years (See Requirements
Matrix, Row 3)

Does the
institution meet the

financial requirements of Section 94804
(b), and the faculty meet the

requirements of
Section 94900

(a)(2)?

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

5HYLVHG -XO\ ��� ���� �



Does your institution
offer degree programs?

Decision Tree to Classify Your Program or
Educational ServiceConsumer

Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

No

Yes

Go to page 7

Go to page 8

From page 5
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Decision Tree to Classify Your Educational Service
Degree-granting Insti tut ions or Programs not

subject to the Maxine Waters Act
Consumer

Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Does the
institution or program
confer an academic

degree, such as, associate, bachelor,
master, doctorate or fellow, upon the
completion of  two or more academic

years of study ?
(Section 94790 (a)(1))

Does the
institution or program

confer these academic
degrees through distance learning,

correspondence, or home study? (Sections
94723

 and 94790 (a)(1))

Does the
institution or program

award AOS, AAS or any other occupational
associate degree that requires at least 60

semester units or 90 quarter units, and is at
least 17 months

in length?
(Section 94790 (a)(1),

(2), (3) and (4))

The institution or program
is subject to Articles 6 and

8 (See Requirements
Matrix, Row 6)

The institution or program
is subject to Articles 6 and

8 (See Requirements
Matrix, Row 7)

Does the
institution or program

confer diplomas or certificates to
students who do not complete the

degree program?
(Section 94790 (a)(2))

The institution or program
is subject to Articles 6 and

8 (See Requirements
Matrix, Row 8)

That portion of the program for
which a diploma or certificate is

conferred upon a student that did
not complete the degree program is

subject to Article 7, the Maxine
Waters Act (See Requirements

Matrix, Row 9)

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

NoNo

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

From page 6

STOP!
Call the BPPVE at

(916) 445-3427
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Is the educational
service designed to assist students
in preparing for a licensure exam in

other than a recognized profession such as,
medicine, dentistry, accounting or law, which

requires a graduate or undergraduate degree?
(Sections 94734

and 94931 (a)(4))

No

The institution or program is
subject to Article 9.5

(See Requirements Matrix,
Row 18)

Does the
educational service

offer instruction in how to
prepare, take, and pass civil service

examinations or other tests qualifying a
student for employment by a

governmental
agency?

(Section 94787)

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6, 7 and 9
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 19)

Does the
educational service

offer or provide an intensive
English language program that is

approved by the US INS solely to provide English
instruction to international students for a
designated period of study in the US, is

nondegree-granting, and is not represented to lead
to, or prepare a student

for, employment in any occupation
or job title?  (Sections

94733 and
94931 (c)(1)

The institution or program is
subject to Article 9.5

(See Requirements Matrix,
Row 17)

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

No

From page 6

Go to page 9

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution,
Program or Educational Service

Registered Institutions
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Does the
educational service

offer continuing education not otherwise exempt from
this Act? (Section 94931 (c)(5)?

Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution,
Program or Educational Service

 Registered Institutions (Continued)

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Does
the educational

service offer a program
consisting of 100 hours or less of

instruction for a total charge of less than
$1000, and the training does not include instruction

that leads to a degree, is not financed by a federal or
state loan or grant,  is not represented to lead to an

occupation or job title, or is not instruction in
how to prepare for, take, or pass a licensing

examination or other test qualifying
a person for employment?

 (Sections 94742.2 and
94931 (c)(3))

The institution or program is
subject to Article 9.5

(See Requirements Matrix,
Row 20)

The educational service is
defined as a "short-term

seminar" training program and
is subject to Article 9.5

(See Requirements Matrix,
Row 21)

Does the
educational service

offer a program consisting of
250 hours or less of instruction for a

total charge of $2000 or less, is represented
to prepare a student for employment other than

as a certified nursing assistant, private security guard,
or a private patrol operator, and the

training does not include instruction that leads
to a degree, and is not financed by a

federal or state loan or grant?
 (Sections 94742.1

& Article 9.5)

The educational service is
defined as a "short-term

career" training program and is
subject to Article 9.5

(See Requirements Matrix,
Row 22)

No No

Yes Yes Yes

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

No

From page 8

Go to page 10
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Decision Tree to Classify Your Educational Service

Will or did
the institution enroll

100 or fewer students during
the entire calendar year, and no part of the

charges for any educational service offered by the
institution will be, or was, paid from the proceeds of a

loan or grant subject to a governmental student
financial aid program?

(Section 94785 (a) and (b))

Is the institution
a nonprofit public benefit

or nonprofit religious, tax exempt corporation, not
managed or administered by any entity for profit,

and has continuously and lawfully operated in this
capacity for at least 5 years?

(Section 94785 (c))

This institution is not subject
to Article 7, The Maxine

Waters Act (See
Requirements Matrix,

Row 4)

This institution is not subject
to Article 7, The Maxine

Waters Act (See
Requirements Matrix,

Row 5)

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education Inst i tut ional Exemptions from the Maxine Waters Act

Yes Yes

No No
Go to page 11

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

From page 9
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Decision Tree to Classify Your  Educational
Service

Nondegree-granting insti tut ions/programs not
subject to Art icle 7, the Maxine Waters Act

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

No

Go to page 12

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

Does the
educational service offer

training exclusively in the fine or
performing arts, such as training to be an

actor, dancer, author, vocal or instrumental
musician, painter, sculptor, or photographer; in

body arts, such as
training in body piercing or

massage?
(Section 94790 (f))

Is the
educational service

more than 30 months in
length, the total charge for

the educational service is payable by the
student in equal monthly installments over the entire

length of the course, and the service does not
receive, and the student

is not obligated to pay, an advance
payment of more than one

month? (Section
94790 (g))

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 14)

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 15)

No

Yes Yes

Is the total
charge for the

educational service $1,000
 or less, 101 hours or more, and no part

of the total charge is paid from the
proceeds of a loan or grant subject to a

governmental student financial aid
program?

(Section 94786)

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 10)

Yes

No

From page 10
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Decision Tree to Classify Your  Educational
Service

Nondegree-granting insti tut ions/programs not subject to
Art ic le 7, the Maxine Waters Act

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

No

Go to page 13

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

Is the
educational service

offered exclusively to assist
students to prepare for an

examination for entrance into an
undergraduate or graduate course of
study at an accredited or approved

college or university?
(Section 94790 (c))

Is the
educational service

offered exclusively to assist
students who have obtained, or are in

the process of obtaining, a graduate or
undergraduate degree, to prepare for an

examination in a recognized profession such
as, medicine, dentistry,

accounting, or law?
(Section 94790 (d))

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 11)

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 12)

Is the
educational service offered

3 or more academic years in
length, and scheduled to be completed in not
less than 27 months, does not admit students
to the service more than 4 times during a year,

and confers a diploma
upon completion of the service?

(Section 94790 (e))

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 & 9 (See

Requirements Matrix,
Row 13)

No No

Yes Yes Yes

From page 11
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Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution,
Program or Educational Service

Non-degree-granting insti tut ions/programs not subject
to Art icle 7, the Maxine Waters Act

Consumer
Affairs

State of
California

Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Go to page 14

Does
the educational service

enroll all students entirely and
exclusively pursuant to a contract

between the institution and a community
college, high school, or an employer who has the

responsibility for the applicable cost, and the
students are not required to pay, or

are not liable to pay, any part of
the total charge for

the service?
(Section94790 (h))

The institution or program is
subject to Articles 6 and 9
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 16)

Yes

No

From page 12

Does
the institution, program, or educational

service offer instruction in English as a second
language? (Section 94865)

The institution, program or
educational service is subject

to Article 7, the Maxine
Waters Act, and is subject to

Articles 6 and 9
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 23)

Yes

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.
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Decision Tree to Classify Your Institution,
Program or Educational Service

 Nondegree-Granting Insti tut ions
Subject to Maxine Waters

Consumer
Affairs

State of

California
Department of

Bureau for Private
Postsecondary &

Vocational Education

Does the institution,
program or educational service

issue diplomas or certificates for the completion
of vocational education that is represented to lead to
an occupation or job title through distance learning,

correspondence, or home study, including in
combination with in-residence training?

(Section 94723 and Articles 7 and 9)

The institution, program, or
educational service is subject

to Article 7, the Maxine Waters
Act, and is subject to Articles 6

and 9
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 24)

The institution, program, or
educational service is subject

to Article 7, the Maxine Waters
Act, and is subject to Articles 6

and 9
(See Requirements Matrix,

Row 25)

No

Yes

If you have any
additional programs,
please return to page

6 to determine its
category.

From page 13
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